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CITY
Adler task force addresses inequality
Thomas Negrete| Daily Texan Staff
Huston-Tillotson University President Colette Pierce Burnette 
speaks on Wednesday afternoon at City Hall.
By Sarah Philips
@sarahphilips23
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BUSINESS
Student startup enables healthy options
Carlos Garcia | Daily Texan Staff
Health and society sophomore Kiara Ringgenberg runs her own healthy meal prep service. Ringgenberg started Health Crave 
a month ago and serves four different types of food options to other students on campus.
By Sunny Kim
@sunny_newsiee
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STATE
Education agency 
reports to Abbott
By Van Nguyen
@nguyen__van
HEALTH
American Cancer Society targets smoking at UT
Brooke Crim | Daily Texan Staff
UT students visit the “What’s in Cigarettes Booth?” at the 
American Cancer Society’s Great American Smokeout. 
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CAMPUS
GSA backs 
university
affirmative 
action plan
GSA page 2
By Paul Cobler
@PaulCobler
By Hannah Daniel
@hannnahdaniel
While students sleep in 
on Sunday morning, Kiara 
Ringgenberg wakes up at 5 
a.m. to cook and deliver close 
to 60 meals to students as 
part of a startup she founded 
last month.
The health and soci-
ety sophomore created her 
own healthy meal prep ser-
vice called Health Crave to 
help students improve their 
eating habits.
Ringgenberg typically 
delivers 40 to 60 meals to 
students every Sunday. She 
charges $14 for two meals, 
$26 for four meals and $48 
for eight meals. There are four 
options: chicken and brown 
rice, chicken and sweet potato 
fries, a turkey bowl, and veg-
etarian chicken parmesan. 
Education sophomore 
Makayla McCowen said 
she has ordered all four op-
tions, but found the tur-
key bowl to be one of her 
personal favorites.
“I think it’s an amazing 
opportunity because before 
this I was just making sand-
wiches for lunch every single 
day,” McCowen said. “It saves 
time and money and I’m 
eating better.”
To start her busi-
ness, Ringgenberg joined 
the Freshman Found-
ers Launchpad, a startup 
business club that helps 
student entrepreneurs.
Ringgenberg said when she 
visited her friends’ houses and 
tried to find something to eat, 
she would find unhealthy op-
tions such as soda, popcorn 
and ramen noodles.
“I knew how to cook 
healthy, but college students 
never have the time to cook, 
they don’t know what to cook 
and they are broke,” Ringgen-
berg said. “I put all of those 
things together and decided 
to start my business.”
Ringgenberg added that 
her personal struggle to lose 
weight led her to want to 
help others who are strug-
gling with maintaining a 
The campus community 
took part this week in the 
American Cancer Society’s 
annual Great American 
Smokeout, a smoking cessa-
tion event that encourages 
people to take the first step to 
quit smoking by abstaining 
for one day. 
The Tobacco Free Campus 
program and Peers Against 
Tobacco, a statewide tobacco 
prevention initiative that tar-
gets college students, host-
ed two on-campus events 
in accordance with the 
national initiative.
Nosse Ovienmhada, 
TFC coordinator, said the 
events were geared toward 
providing resources and in-
formation on smoking ces-
sation. Additionally, Ovi-
enmhada said TFC hoped 
to promote the tobacco-
free campus policy, which 
has been in place since 
April 2012.
Faculty and staff gathered 
Tuesday for a 10-minute 
“Cold Turkey Trot” through 
campus to show support for 
the University’s smoke-free 
policy. At the GASO Carnival 
yesterday, students listened 
to presentations from vari-
ous organizations on smok-
ing risks, smoking cessation 
resources and bystander 
intervention methods.
Although the national 
GASO initiative focuses 
on traditional tobacco 
cessation, TFC and PAT 
expanded the scope of their 
events to include discourag-
ing use of alternative tobacco 
products. Shelley Karn, 
project director for the 
University’s Tobacco Re-
search and Evaluation Team, 
Austin Mayor Steve Adler 
announced a task force on 
Wednesday that will explore 
ways the city can combat 
institutional racism within 
criminal justice, health, edu-
cation, finance and housing. 
The task force will be lead 
by Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity President Colette Pierce 
Burnett and Paul Cruz, Aus-
tin Independent School Dis-
trict superintendent. Adler 
said the land plan instituted 
in 1928 is an example of 
how city planning and in-
stitutions have supported 
institutional racism.
“We are responsible for re-
mediating the enduring lega-
cy of inequities that continue 
to flow from what was a pret-
ty horrific plan,” Adler said. 
“That lives with us today as 
we are the most geographi-
cally segregated city in the 
country. We cannot add our 
power to past prejudice even 
if we are well-intentioned.”
Adler said the task force’s 
intention is not to discuss 
racism, but to provide an 
“action plan” for Austin by 
March 2017. Adler said he 
wants the task force to ad-
dress more than the criminal 
justice system, which is at the 
center of the national debate. 
He wants discussion about 
how institutional racism af-
fects opportunities in edu-
cation, health, industry and 
finance, among others.
“We’re talking about insti-
tutional racism that is bigger 
than any one sector, it is all of 
those sectors,” Adler said. “It 
The Graduate Student 
Assembly is throwing its 
weight behind affirma-
tive action by voting to 
support the University’s 
policy during their gen-
eral assembly meeting 
Wednesday night.
Joint Resolution 16, 
between GSA and Sen-
ate of College Councils, 
was passed almost unani-
mously by GSA, with one 
representative abstaining 
from the vote. The reso-
lution will be voted on 
tonight by Senate.
Krittika Krishnan, psy-
chology representative 
for GSA and co-author 
of JR 16, said the reso-
lution was written as a 
way to promote UT as an 
inclusive environment.
“We’ve seen the re-
sponse to the [Young 
Conservatives of Texas] 
bake sale along with 
other events that have 
happened on this cam-
pus for several years, 
and I think as an assem-
bly we just wanted to 
reaffirm our support for 
the University’s stance 
on affirmative action,” 
Krishnan said. “We’re es-
sentially reaffirming that 
we welcome students of 
different backgrounds, 
diversities, genders, eth-
nicities and that we want 
to promote UT as an 
inclusive environment.”
Krishnan repeated that 
having GSA supporting 
the resolution — and 
Senate voting on it at 
its meeting Thursday — 
shows the student body 
is excited to have stu-
dents of different ethnici-
ties and backgrounds on 
campus.
A collaborative governmen-
tal education agency sent its 
report to the governor earlier 
this month on how to develop 
strong links between educa-
tion and the work industry.
In March, Gov. Greg Ab-
bott authorized the creation 
of the Tri-Agency Workforce 
Initiative, which consists of 
the Texas Education Agency, 
the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board and the 
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion. The goals the agency 
was tasked with include 
maintaining affordable educa-
tion, increasing education on 
jobs in high-demand fields and 
identifying gaps in services to 
Texas veterans.
“Texas faces a significant 
challenge in helping all stu-
dents in P-12 schools become 
career and college-ready in 
areas that address both cur-
rent and future workforce 
needs,” the report said. “The 
state also must help work-
ers quickly retool their skills 
when their jobs are affected by 
ever-changing technology.”
The commissioners of 
the three committees held 
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healthy lifestyle.
“When I was 14 years old, 
I weighed 183 pounds, and 
the doctor told me I was 
seven pounds away from be-
ing obese,” Ringgenberg said. 
“I got there, not because I 
was overeating but because 
I didn’t really understand 
how to eat healthy at all. I 
would just eat junk food, not 
knowing what I was doing to 
my body.” 
Ringgenberg goes to Cost-
co every Saturday to buy food 
in bulk and rents a commis-
sary kitchen every Sunday to 
cook and deliver the meals 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., most-
ly in West Campus, North 
Campus and Riverside. 
Ringgenberg gets a lot of 
help from her sister, Nicole 
Ringgenberg, who is current-
ly a senior at Anderson High 
School. Nicole helps Kiara 
with grocery shopping, mak-
ing meals and cleaning dishes 
on Sundays. Nicole has also 
lost weight, going from 162 
pounds to 115 pounds.
“My sister has always come 
up to me with new healthy 
options and new foods I have 
never even heard of,” Nicole 
Ringgenberg said. “Thanks 
to her passion for nutrition 
and health, I have so much 
more energy.”
Ringgenberg hopes to 
eventually expand her 
service to the greater 
Austin community. 
“I’m trying to see what’s 
lacking and what I can do 
to fix it,” Kiara Ringgen-
berg said. “It’s not about the 
money, it’s about people 
eating healthier.”
Students can order 
meals by contacting Ki-
ara Ringgenberg over 
Facebook Messenger. 
said the focus of tobacco ces-
sation efforts is shifting in 
response to increased use of 
electronic nicotine delivery 
devices by young adults.
“Statistics show that al-
ternative tobacco products 
are becoming a larger issue 
on college campuses than 
traditional smoking,” Karn 
said. “We’re focusing on that 
because it seems that alter-
native tobacco is more of 
an issue.”
Alternative tobacco prod-
ucts, e-cigarettes or vape pens, 
produce a vapor typically 
containing nicotine and other 
substances. Use of e-cigarettes 
on campus is prohibited un-
der the tobacco-free policy.
Ovienmhada said many 
e-cigarette users seem to be 
under the misconception that 
the devices don’t pose a threat 
to health.
“It took 50 years for the 
surgeon general to say to-
bacco smoke was unhealthy 
to users, so we want to tell 
people to be wary and be 
careful about what they’re 
putting in their bodies,” 
Ovienmhada said.
Psychology freshman 
Alondra Torres Diaz, who 
attended the GASO Car-
nival, said it’s important to 
raise college students’ aware-
ness of the risks that come 
with smoking.
“Once you’re 18, you’re 
allowed to purchase ciga-
rettes and a lot of people start 
smoking,” Torres Diaz said. 
“Having this is a good way to 
raise awareness and let peo-
ple know that yeah, you can 
smoke, but you shouldn’t.”
is our society.”
Pierce Burnette said the 
plan’s ability to create ac-
tual change will depend on 
people being willing to put 
in work. 
“This happens from indi-
viduals having the will to do 
the heavy lifting and hard 
work,” Pierce said. “Every-
one in that room has the 
will. The timing is perfect 
in the nation. Whatever 
the catalysts are, the timing 
is perfect in the nation to 
move forward.”
Cruz said his school 
district is already imple-
menting programs to ex-
amine the differentiation 
for students of color when 
it comes to issues like drop-
out rates, college gradua-
tion rates and suspensions. 
Cruz said reflecting on is-
sues for people of color in 
the city helps AISD students 
even after they leave their 
public education.
“We have to take a look 
at our own system, making 
sure that we are providing 
these great opportunities for 
our kids,” Cruz said. “But 
after that, when they leave 
AISD I want to make sure 
those opportunities are still 
there for them.”
Adler said the creation of 
the task force has already 
created a “dust-up” because 
people are uncomfortable 
talking about race. 
“We’re talking about con-
cepts that may be new to 
people and language that 
may be new to people,” 
Adler said. “Quite frankly, 
I hope that after this task 
force, those words will 
not cause the same kind 
of defensiveness.”
Adler said he wants the 
task force to create ideas that 
will shake up the communi-
ty and the surprise the city. 
“I’m not interested in 
turning up the dial on the 
status quo,” Adler said. “I 
want to be shaken up. Don’t 
be afraid to make me un-
comfortable. Don’t be afraid 
to make the community un-
comfortable. I’m not looking 
for easy here.”
Allie Runas, a spokesper-
son for the City Relations 
Agency of Student Govern-
ment and electrical engi-
neering sophomore, said 
officers believe the “mayor’s 
actions towards institutional 
racism will benefit Austin.” 
The task force will present 
their ideas to the mayor in 
March, after which the task 
force will be disbanded.
“We all enjoy hav-
ing people of different 
backgrounds in our class-
rooms to interact with,” 
Krishnan said. “It’s not just a 
homogeneous group of peo-
ple, and that helps us learn 
about other cultures. We’re 
trying to get an idea of what 
it’s like in the real world, and 
this is what it’s like in the 
real world. You have people 
of different backgrounds 
and different ethnicities.”
GSA economics Repre-
sentative Anthony Maxam, 
who was the only represen-
tative who didn’t vote in 
favor of the resolution, said 
he abstained from the vote 
because he felt the resolu-
tion wasn’t something all of 
the international students he 
represents would agree with.
“I certainly don’t mind it 
passing,” Maxam said. “Per-
sonally it’s fine with me, but 
I just don’t think there’s a 
strong consensus in my de-
partment … With affirma-
tive action, I know some stu-
dents have faced challenges 
because of affirmative action 
making it harder for them 
to get in, or some people are 
in favor because it helps. It’s 
hard to say.”
Originally, JR 16 had a 
clause addressing the Oct. 
26 Young Conservatives of 
Texas anti-affirmative ac-
tion bake sale, but it was re-
moved in order to make the 
resolution more encompass-
ing of the entire policy of 
affirmative action, GSA Ad-
ministrative Director Adam 
Aziz said.
“The GSA administrative 
wanted to turn this oppor-
tunity into something posi-
tive,” Aziz said. “We wanted 
to make it a more general 
resolution supporting affir-
mative action, while at the 
same time advocating the 
right to freedom of speech. 
We do recognize what has 
happened recently is equal-
ly important, but we want 
to focus on a more larger, 
positive picture.”
Electrical engineering se-
nior Kinan Hernandez said 
he supports affirmative ac-
tion, but believes legislative 
student assemblies don’t 
need to spend time formally 
supporting it.
“I don’t see it as that big 
of an issue affecting me or 
many of my peers, so in that 
sense, I think it’s really nec-
essary for [GSA] to spend 
time addressing it,” Hernan-
dez said. “It’s too small of 
an issue at this point — it’s 
gone through the courts al-
ready, it’s been decided UT 
can do it and other schools 
can do it.”
With affirmative action, 
I know some students 
have faced challenges 
because of affirmative 
action making it harder 
for them to get in, or 
some people are in 
favor because it helps. 
It’s hard to say.
—Anthony Maxam,
GSA econoics representative
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Thursday evening, Kate 
Edwards, executive director 
of the International Game 
Developers Association, 
will address the connections 
between video games and 
culture at a free lecture open 
to the public.
The Denius-Sams Gam-
ing Academy, which is 
hosting the lecture, is an 
experimental program 
in the Moody College of 
Communications with the 
goal of teaching leader-
ship and management in 
video gaming. According 
to Acting Director Joshua 
Howard, Edwards’ lecture 
will explore video games 
and culturalization, or how 
video games may not be ap-
propriate for other cultures 
around the world. Howard 
said this topic is important 
because video games are 
marketed globally.
“That happens to be the 
area [Edwards] has a lot of 
professional experience in, 
so she’s got some great sto-
ries to tell, even about some 
games that people might 
have played, both missteps 
as well as things that were 
done well,” Howard said. 
Radio-television-film as-
sistant professor Suzanne 
Scott said one example of 
these missteps was school 
shooting role-playing video 
games designed to criti-
cally explore events like 
the Columbine and Sandy 
Hook shootings. 
“The history of media is 
a history of cultural insen-
sitivity and stereotyping, 
and video games are no 
exception,” Scott said. 
“What makes video games 
seem especially inappro-
priate or potentially pow-
erful is the fact that they 
offer immersive and inter-
active engagement with 
these representations.”
Scott said this issue can 
be helped by increasing 
diversity in development 
and production teams and 
spending more time re-
searching the cultures a 
game represents or is mar-
keted towards. She said an-
other problem is that the au-
diences that playtest games 
are often not very diverse.
“Where games differ from 
other media forms is that, 
unlike television or films, 
which might be screened 
for audiences for feedback, 
games are far more itera-
tive in their design, and the 
playtesting process can have 
a far greater impact on the 
final product,” Scott said.
Paul Toprac, the associate 
director of game design and 
development at UT, said 
making video games that 
don’t reinforce stereotypes 
and are culturally appropri-
ate requires empathy.
“We have to start hav-
ing empathy about what 
other cultures are like, and 
investigation and research 
on that,” Toprac said. “We 
can’t just assume that we 
know what a different cul-
ture is. Rather, we have to 
be curious and learn about 
other cultures.”
Edwards guest lectured a 
class in the DSGA last year, 
and Howard said the DSGA 
decided to bring her back 
to speak to audiences out-
side of the classroom. When 
Edwards last spoke to the 
DSGA class, she discussed 
the things game developers 
must consider when selling 
games to a global market, 
Howard said.
“She was able to take the 
class through how you take 
a very intentional analysis of 
all assets, all themes, all con-
cepts, and how you scrub 
them through a filter of a 
worldwide culture,” How-
ard said. “Since very few of 
us are experts in all cultures, 
she provided some tips and 
strategies about how anyone 
can make at least a first at-
tempt at trying to ensure 
that the content that they 
produce is appropriate all 
around the world.”
The DSGA is hosting the 
lecture Thursday at 6 p.m. in 
room 5.208 of the Belo Cen-
ter for New Media. 
Members of the UT 
Electronic Game Devel-
opers Society, or EGaDS, 
do more than play vid-
eo games — they create 
them too. 
The organization, which 
has been around for less 
than a decade, is com-
posed of members from a 
variety of fields including 
computer science, fine arts 
and radio, television and 
film. Corbin Rogerson, a 
computer science and lin-
guistics senior and officer 
of EGaDS, said the club 
serves as a resource for 
anyone interested in creat-
ing electronic games. 
“The purpose of the 
club is to support people’s 
interests in game devel-
opment,” Rogerson said. 
“That means having indus-
try leaders come down and 
give talks or hosting work-
shops and giving advice.”
Paul Toprac is faculty 
advisor to EGaDS and the 
associate director of the 
Game and Mobile Media 
Applications Program, an 
interdisciplinary certificate 
program. Toprac said the 
club helps teach members 
skills beyond just develop-
ing video games. 
“[Electronic games] are 
the artistic expression of 
the 21st century,” Toprac 
said. “It doesn’t even mat-
ter what field [EGaDS 
members] decide to go 
into, the idea is that you 
have a technical skill, and 
you use that technical skill 
to develop some artifact 
that is valued by other 
people. If you learn that, 
you’ve learned the 21st 
century skills”
Toprac said the EGaDS 
community is unique be-
cause it includes students 
other than those interested 
in programming.
“The people in this or-
ganization are artists, 
designers, sound and 
music people, and 
programmers,” To-
prac said. “Everyone 
does not necessar-
ily know how to do 
everything, but they 
just have to do what 
their function is and 
collaborate with 
other people.”
Rogerson said some-
times computer science 
students can get bogged 
down in the program-
ming component of 
game development, but the 
key is to think about the pro-
cess as whole. 
“I can program a game 
fine but no one wants to 
play a game that looks like 
little pixels on a screen that 
move back and forth,” Rog-
erson said. “As much fun as 
that is for me to make the 
game, it is also good to get 
the experience of having 
real artists work with you.”
One way EGaDS in-
spires collaboration be-
tween these different fields 
is through events called 
game jams, which the club 
hosts a few times a year. 
Rogerson said game jams 
are hackathon-like events 
in which 
teams 
must work together to 
create a video game in a 
set period of time, usually 
24 hours. He said while 
the end product of these 
events are small, low-qual-
ity games, the event itself is 
a learning experience. 
“Game jams are all about 
making a prototype that 
you can work on,” Roger-
son said. “During the game 
jams I’ve been to, people 
love to play others’ games 
and see how they work and 
offer advice.”
While EGaDS current-
ly is focused on 
small-scale game 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
 
Rogerson said he hopes 
the club will grow to in-
clude more semester-long 
projects. 
Rogerson joined EGaDS 
before he became a com-
puter science student, and 
said he ultimately enjoys 
being part of the club for 
both its informational and 
social aspects. 
“Everyone here in the 
club is passionate about vid-
eo games,” he said. “If you’re 
here, you like games in one 
way or another and that re-
ally adds to a sense of 
commu-
nity.”
By Zia Lyle
@ZiaLyle
Illustration by Lex Rojas | Daily Texan Staff
By Julianne Hodges
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Attorney General Ken Paxton cherishes 
liberty, which is apparent when he sues the 
federal government for intruding into Texas’ 
affairs. His lawsuits against his favorite tar-
get, the EPA, have cost us $433,471 (and 
counting). However, he promises his law-
suits are “taking power out of the hands of 
unelected bureaucrats” and returning it to 
us, the people.
But when he sniffs disagreeable local pol-
icy, Paxton takes matters into his own hands 
and invades city policy. An examination of 
Paxton’s litigation against several cities this 
past year reveals this contradiction between 
fighting against government intrusion and 
being a perpetrator of it. 
Last month he joined a lawsuit against the 
City of Austin and the Austin Firefighters As-
sociation for a labor agreement that provides 
firefighters leave for union business. Paxton 
justifies the suit by claiming that the agreement 
violates anti-gift clauses in the Texas Constitu-
tion and wastes Austin taxpayers’ money. He 
adds that the city should instead spend the 
money on emergency services. 
Though a Texas court will determine wheth-
er Paxton’s constitutional interpretation is cor-
rect or not, his other claim of knowing how to 
better spend Austin’s budget than the city is 
state intrusion. 
He also seems unaware that firefighter 
unions in Texas have to constantly renegoti-
ate for fair payment, benefits and acceptable 
workplace conditions because “few, if any, 
elected officials ‘give’ firefighters anything,” ac-
cording to John Riddle, president of the Texas 
State Association of Firefighters, in an inter-
view with the Texas Tribune. He adds that the 
Austin labor agreement for firefighter leave 
already came from other agreed concessions. 
Our city budget, funded by Austin resi-
dents, is never decided so lightly that an 
unrelated state employee can interject his 
outside opinion of it — especially through 
legal action. 
But Paxton sues cities irrespective of the 
context of their policies or his awareness of 
them — as long as it seems like he’s fighting 
overbearing regulation. Last month, he also 
sued Brownsville for charging $1 per plastic 
bag because it constituted to be an “illegal 
sales tax.” 
Although the Brownsville city govern-
ment was using the fee — which added no 
cost to businesses — to curb pollution of 
its waterways and streets, lessen sewer and 
drainage clogs and fund street cleaning, Pax-
ton could not bear to watch a city regulate its 
waste. One wonders if Austin, Kermit, Fort 
Stockton and others should expect court 
summons in the mail.
And Paxton’s litigative hunger is insatiable. 
Last August in Waller County, while a local 
court was determining whether Texas’ recent 
open carry policy permitted guns inside a 
particular courthouse, Paxton still sued the 
county in a Travis County court in the name 
of Second Amendment rights. This confused 
the Waller County district attorney, who in a 
statement questioned “why [Paxton] is afraid 
to cooperate with us in our pre-existing suit 
here in Waller County” and that the issue 
could have been “quickly and finally resolved 
in the court system.”
Taxpayers should wonder why they allow 
Paxton to spend their money on frivolous 
lawsuits. His intrusions into city affairs not 
only squander taxpayer money, but reveal 
that we elected an attorney general whose pri-
mary principle is not removing government’s 
shackles on individual decision but using his 
own arbitration to overpower those he dis-
agrees with.
Zhao is a history and corporate communica-
tions junior from Shanghai, China.
A recent New York Times interview se-
ries asked women about times they had 
felt trivialized because they were a girl. All 
responses highlighted poignant displays of 
sexism, but the most heartbreaking anec-
dotes were those who cited male friends’ 
and colleagues’ attitudes. 
“I felt utterly invalidated,” an 18 year old 
wrote of her experience. “And crushed that 
a peer saw me that way.”
It’s a unique sense of betrayal familiar 
to women. Hearing a friend or classmate 
speak disparagingly of women has much 
more weight than a random catcaller or 
comment by someone you have never met, 
an observation supported by research. 
Discussions of sexist language are often 
concentrated around public figures, but 
while no one can question the trickle-
down effects of inappropriate language, 
the impact of peer-to-peer interactions 
shouldn’t be underestimated. 
Scrolling past the NYT interview se-
ries, other headlines have continued to 
highlight the problem of damaging peer 
language. First, there was the discovery 
of Harvard’s men’s soccer team’s annual 
“scouting report.” The publicly available 
spreadsheet detailed attractiveness of the 
women’s soccer team, sex positions and 
numerical rating included. Next came 
reports of the men’s cross country team 
creating similar spreadsheets. Only three 
days ago, another Ivy League school came 
under fire when Columbia suspended its 
men’s wrestling team over explicit and rac-
ist GroupMe messages. 
These cases are odd and shockingly or-
ganized examples of peer sexism, but it’s 
not difficult to say these formalized rank-
ings are just severe manifestations of per-
vasive attitudes. College campuses could 
be considered particularly fertile ground, 
especially considering the many oppor-
tunities for gender-specific organizations 
and affiliations.
Senior soccer player Isabelle Kerr says 
the camaraderie of male and female athletes 
makes systemic, behind-their-back sexism 
particularly devastating. 
“That would be awful, that would break 
the trust, and it would kind of affect the 
whole athletic department,” Kerr said. 
“Just because once that starts happening 
everyone is looking over their shoulder at 
who they can trust. Thankfully we [at UT] 
haven’t had that experience, but it would 
definitely destroy that community feel.”
While UT has not made national head-
lines for this kind of abhorrent behavior, 
sexism is worth discussing in a preventa-
tive, rather than reflexive, way. 
University Panhellenic Council presi-
dent Kassidy Knight says that while ini-
tiatives between organization leaders can 
make great strides in communication and 
effectiveness at the institutional level, 
potential damage is much more likely to 
come from outliers. 
“Obviously it is the negative experience 
that sticks in the back of your head and kind 
of hangs with you,” Knight said. “You don’t 
have the same respect for the organization 
as a whole, especially if it is not addressed.”
Maintaining that sense of community 
has important implications for men and 
women alike. 
Networking and relationship building 
is a critical part of the college experience, 
whether it be through social mixers or 
co-hosted professional workshops. Stu-
dents should preemptively look to break 
down sexist attitudes that might result in a 
women’s — or men’s — organization losing 
trust and relationships. 
Campaigns such as MenCanEnd and 
#HeForShe offer models for organized con-
versations, but the most effective change 
comes from small changes in everyday con-
versation. Men, be watchdogs of your own 
communities and uphold the standards of 
the multitude of excellent men’s organiza-
tions on campus. Women, use your experi-
ences and observations to help correct and 
diminish potentially sexist dialogue. 
As the Harvard women’s soccer team 
wrote in their response, “we are stronger 
when we are united.”
Hallas is a Plan II and health and society 
sophomore from Allen. 
The internet has transformed not only 
the way we live and socialize, but also how 
we digest media. It is easy to point fingers at 
platforms such as Facebook for allowing fake 
news to circulate. Yet there are other, more 
nuanced outlets where misinformation is not 
just spread, but content is manipulated. 
The soda industry is one of the biggest 
culprits when it comes to misleading the 
public, specifically with masking the health 
risks involved with the consumption of 
soda. Companies such as Coca-Cola engage 
in misinformation by funding scientific re-
search which, unsurprisingly, provides the 
industry with biased results. 
Just this month, Annals of Internal Medi-
cine published an article that suggests re-
search funded by the soda industry is more 
likely to find that soda has no health risks. 
Rather, what these studies do is deflect at-
tention away from soda and other sugary 
beverages. It isn’t a recent phenomenon 
either; the soda industry has been blaming 
other sources, such as fat, since the 1960s, 
but independently-funded studies have re-
vealed soda’s connection to Type 2 diabetes 
and obesity. 
For the soda industry, these positive results 
are used to not only encourage consumers 
to continue purchasing their product, but to 
influence voters in cities which have a soda 
tax on their ballot. Fortunately, the soda tax 
passed in the California cities Albany, Oak-
land and San Francisco, as well as Boulder, 
Colo., despite increased spending from soda 
lobbyists to convince voters otherwise. 
It is one thing to ask for researchers to be 
more transparent about their funding and 
practices, but that simply is not enough. 
This isn’t a testimony against the soda in-
dustry’s nefarious practices, but a call to 
consumers to approach the information 
they are presented with caution.
But it is easy to ignore the facts and only 
focus on content that conforms to our own 
biases. There have been countless stud-
ies that demonstrate that vaccines do not 
cause autism, yet these are ignored by anti-
vaxxers who continue to rely on repeatedly 
discredited sources.
The consequences of not distinguishing 
factual information are detrimental to our 
health. The U.S. is currently in the mid-
dle of a measles outbreak because of the 
Anti-Vaxxer movement, which is startling 
when you consider that measles was offi-
cially eliminated in this country in 2000. 
The public is in a similar position when 
it comes to the soda industry, but this is-
sue requires more visibility. We shouldn’t 
willingly accept all the science articles 
that come our way since they can ignore 
underlying problems such as research bias 
and discredited information. Research 
studies are meant to promote knowledge, 
not be used as a marketing tool to rein-
force an industry’s agenda. We must all 
become equipped to differentiate between 
the two.
Fernandez is a rhetoric and writing and 
Spanish senior from Allen.
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Ken Paxton’s lawsuits intrude on city autonomy
It isn’t a recent phenomenon either; 
the soda industry has been blaming 
other sources, such as fat, since the 
1960s, but independently-funded 
studies have revealed soda’s con-
nection to Type 2 diabetes and 
obesity. 
But Paxton sues cities irrespective 
of the context of their policies or his 
awareness of them — as long as it 
seems like he’s fighting overbearing 
regulation.
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Newly-elected Rep. prioritizes education
Zoe Fu | Daily Texan Staff
State Rep. Gina Hinojosa, D-Austin, wants to advocate for students to increase funds for higher education. Funding for public 
education has been slashed by the Texas legislature.
By Lisa Dreher
@lisa_dreher97
EDUCATION
continues from page 1
As an outgoing member of 
the AISD Board of Trustees 
and mother of two children, 
Democrat and newly elected 
state House Rep. Gina Hino-
josa calls upon the UT stu-
dents she now represents to 
demand that state lawmakers 
take funding for public educa-
tion — especially higher-ed — 
more seriously.
“If we have the numbers 
of the University engaged in 
our system of government, it 
would be a different Texas,” 
said Hinojosa, who will repre-
sent House District 49, which 
covers West Campus and UT. 
“We desperately need the in-
volvement of our college stu-
dents in our process and again 
because of our access here at 
UT to the capitol.”
A Mission, Texas native 
and daughter of two lawyers, 
Hinojosa graduated from UT 
with Plan II Honors and gov-
ernment degrees and went 
on to receive a degree from 
George Washington Law 
School in 1999.
Although she helped fight 
and win legal battles, Hinojosa 
said her 10 years of experience 
as a volunteer organizer proved 
grassroots tactics, which in-
volve community engagement, 
are the most successful.
“That kind of work is go-
ing to be the key to advancing 
a progressive agenda in this 
state,” Hinojosa said. “UT is 
ripe for that kind of work, and 
we can all be part of that.”
Hinojosa also serves on 
the AISD Board of Trustees 
and acted as president last 
year. Hinojosa said the state 
should fund its public schools 
more instead of Texans car-
rying the burden through 
property taxes.
“People have had to sell 
their homes because they can’t 
afford to pay their property tax 
bills,” Hinojosa said. “We live 
in a very generous community 
that wants to pay what is fair, 
but the current system isn’t fair 
to taxpayers and it’s not fair 
to students.”
According to the Dallas 
Morning News, in the 2011 
legislative session, $5.4 billion 
was cut from public education 
funding. Hinojosa said higher-
education funding has been 
slashed by the state, which 
refuses to take up the slack in 
funding, and she said she will 
be responsive to students be-
moaning rising tuition rates.
“I think it’s going to be hard 
to get money out of this legis-
lature,” Hinojosa said. “But that 
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t try.”
Hinojosa said Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick’s proposed transgen-
der bathroom bill, which 
prevents transgender indi-
viduals from using the bath-
room of their choice, pits his 
Republican followers against 
transgender individuals and 
advocates to gain political sup-
port for himself.
“This is just an effort by 
Dan Patrick to bully them 
and I won’t stand for it,” Hi-
nojosa said. “It’s frankly a red 
herring to take attention off 
what is the real work of the 
Texas Legislature.”
The current representative 
for HD 49, Elliott Naishtat, 
said Hinojosa can lead the dis-
trict and adequately speak for 
UT students.
“I have no doubt but that the 
district will be in good hands 
with Gina Hinojosa,” Naishtat 
said. “I know she is committed 
to addressing issues that affect 
public school education and 
public school finance.”
Despite being a Democrat 
and representing a University 
and city that is largely liberal, 
Hinojosa can appeal to all 
UT students because she ad-
vocates for the student body 
as a whole, said Joseph Tra-
han, University Democrats 
communications director.
“I definitely think that she 
will have more appeal among 
college Democrats,” said Tra-
han, a public relations junior. 
“That’s not to say that she 
won’t be able to adequately 
represent the issues and inter-
ests of students overall because 
she is very receptive.”
regional meetings from April 
through June to meet with 
leaders in education, indus-
try and government to un-
derstand the state’s workforce 
needs. The report said many 
of these leaders placed an em-
phasis on STEM education for 
preK-12 and increasing higher 
education access for underrep-
resented students. They also 
heard about unfilled jobs in 
high-demand fields and how 
to close the education gaps to 
fill these jobs.
The agency was able to 
come up with four prime rec-
ommendations for the gover-
nor: Identify statewide initia-
tives to make Texas a leader 
in targeted fields, strengthen 
preK-12 education to prepare 
students for college, align edu-
cational goals of governmental 
agencies to the goals of Texas 
and identify services for vet-
erans to transition them back 
into the workforce.
“The Governor is consider-
ing all recommendations in 
the Tri-Agency report,” Sam 
Taylor, deputy press secretary 
in the Office of the Governor, 
said in an email. 
Abbott also tasked the 
agency with finding ways to 
accomplish Texas’s higher ed-
ucation plan called 60x30TX, 
which aims to get 60 percent 
of Texans ages 25–34 a college 
degree by 2030, and was intro-
duced by the THECB last year. 
“Texas will become the 
home for innovation and 
intellectual capital,” Abbott 
said last year. “The standard 
that this group sets does set 
high expectations. But I’ve 
come to believe that people 
live up to the expectations 
that are set.” 
UT System Chancellor 
William McRaven said ear-
lier this year the System has 
already aligned with several 
of 60x30TX‘s plans, including 
preK-12 outreach and using 
technology as a way to reduce 
barriers to higher education. 
“The University of Texas 
System stands shoulder-to-
shoulder with our partners 
in public higher education to 
accomplish the goals of this 
ambitious mission,” McRaven 
said in a statement. “The UT 
System eagerly accepts its vital 
role in this initiative.”
THECB commissioner 
Raymund Paredes said at 
the State of Higher Educa-
tion last month he heard the 
goals of 60x30TX wouldn’t 
be met unless the Texas Leg-
islature increased funding for 
education for both K-12 and 
higher education.
Paredes said Texas wouldn’t 
be able to accomplish 
60x30TX by doing “busi-
ness as usual” when it comes 
to education.
“If we make progress on 
all these fronts, I think that 
60x30TX will be achievable,” 
Paredes said at the address. “I 
believe we will be able to look 
back and say we did some 
extraordinary things for the 
young people and future of 
Texas. Texas higher education 
is getting better, but it is not 
getting better fast enough.” 
STATE
Longhorns continue home 
hot streak, sweep Texas Tech
Freshman center James 
Banks only needed one 
game to rewrite the Texas 
record books.
He tallied five blocks in the 
Longhorns’ season-opening 
win against Incarnate Word, 
setting a new high for blocks 
in a freshman debut. Banks 
strives for that caliber of per-
formance every game, but 
knows those stats won’t be as 
easy to come by throughout 
the season.
“It’s a totally different ball 
game,” Banks said. “We’re not 
going to be the most domi-
nant player on the floor ev-
ery day. The guys are stron-
ger, the guys are faster, the 
guys are more experienced 
… we’re gonna have to bring 
it every night.” 
The 6-foot-10 center 
entered the program as a 
highly anticipated new-
comer coming out of La 
Lumiere High School in La 
Porte, Indiana. And he has 
shown why early in the sea-
son. Banks has recorded 
nine blocks through two 
regular season games and a 
preseason exhibition match-
up, emerging as a force in 
the paint. 
Banks’ contributions 
have come primarily on the 
defensive end of the court – 
he’s tallied just eight points 
this season. Still, his team-
mates know the offensive 
numbers will come as the 
season progresses
“James is awesome,” soph-
omore guard Tevin Mack 
said. “He’s got a nice touch. 
He can make a little pick-
and-pop 15-footer — that’s 
his game. [The freshman are] 
coming along pretty great.”
Even without much offen-
sive production, Banks is liv-
ing up to his role on the team. 
Head coach Shaka Smart has 
preached a “defense first” 
mentality to the Longhorns, 
and Banks has certainly 
received the message.
“My role changes: It’s a 
bunch of things but defense 
is definitely a part of it,” 
Banks said. “Part of my role 
is being a defender, protect-
ing the rim, helping our 
guys out when they get beat. 
That’s my role and I’ll try my 
hardest to do it.”
Smart said the defensive 
improvement he wants to 
see starts with rebound-
ing, which is a big part of 
Banks’ game.
While Banks is just be-
hind freshman forward Jar-
rett Allen in rebounds, he 
does lead the Longhorns in 
rebounding interval, a stat 
kept by Smart and his staff. 
Rebounding interval takes a 
player’s minutes played di-
vided by rebounds, giving 
priority to one’s impact while 
in the game.
Banks didn’t start playing 
basketball until his fresh-
man year of high school, but 
Smart sees that inexperience 
as an upside. He has room 
for growth and the work 
ethic to become a key player 
for Texas.
“I’m excited about James 
because he’s only going to 
get better and better,” Smart 
said. “He really in a lot of 
ways doesn’t even know 
what he’s doing, and I say 
that in a good way. He’s just 
learning. He gives us a pres-
ence out there that’s differ-
ent than anybody else. He 
has a youthful exuberance 
about him.”
Banks and the No. 23 
Longhorns will face East-
ern Washington in the Leg-
ends Classic on Thursday at 
the Frank Erwin Center in 
Austin. The Eagles are a 
solid offensive team, one 
Texas says it won’t take 
lightly. And Smart will look 
to Banks, despite being a 
freshman, to anchor the 
Longhorn defense.
“They’re a terrific shoot-
ing team and they’re a very, 
very dangerous team,” Smart 
said. “We’ve got one more 
home game before we go 
to New York so we’ve got 
to make sure we turn the 
page quickly.”
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
Banks brings rebounding prowess to Longhorns
SIDELINE
Longhorn defense 
overwhelms Huskies
Carlos Garcia | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman center James Banks has shined early in the year for the Longhorns, rebounding at 
an impressive clip. He is second on the team in rebounds through two games with 18. 
By Claire Cruz
@claireecruz5
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Junior guard Brooke McCarty led the Longhorn attack in 
Texas’ 98-46 victory over Houston Baptist on Wednesday.  
McCarty scored 16 points on the day, going 6-8 from the field.
The No. 8 Longhorns 
walked onto the court of 
the Frank Erwin Center in 
front of their home crowd 
Wednesday for the first time 
this season. 
The team came into the 
matchup with Houston 
Baptist looking to capture 
some momentum after fall-
ing to No. 11 Stanford in the 
season opener. 
Texas shot lights out from 
the opening tip, bursting 
out of the gate with a 19-3 
run in the first five minutes. 
The run sparked a dominant 
98–46 win over the Huskies, 
moving the Longhorns in the 
right direction.
“I thought our team came 
out with a lot of energy,” head 
coach Karen Aston said. “I 
was anxious to see not only 
how we’d bounce back from 
a loss, but from a late night. I 
was pleased with the fact that 
we were focused and ready to 
play today.”
The burnt orange swarmed 
the Huskies in the first 10 
minutes, forcing six quick 
turnovers despite just one 
day of rest. And they didn’t 
let up, finishing the quar-
ter with a 28-17 lead. Junior 
guard Brooke McCarty led 
the charge with eight points 
on 3-4 shooting.
The second quarter yield-
ed little change as Houston 
Baptist struggled to break 
Texas’ full-court press. The 
Longhorns matched their 
intensity on the defensive 
end with a barrage of buckets 
from behind the arc, spray-
ing four threes to go into 
halftime with a 57-21 lead.
McCarty looked com-
fortable in Aston’s system, 
embracing her new role as a 
go-to source of offense at the 
shooting guard spot.
“When I’m playing [point 
guard], I’m trying to get my 
teammates the ball,” McCarty 
said. “But when I’m playing 
the two [guard], I’m looking 
to attack. I’m trying to blend 
both together in order to be 
successful for the team.”
The Longhorns controlled 
the glass in the third quarter, 
converting seven offensive 
rebounds into 11 second-
chance points. Freshman for-
ward Joyner Holmes made 
her presence known, racking 
up nine points in the quarter 
including a buzzer-beating 
layup to send Texas into the 
fourth with an 81-31 lead.
Texas left no doubt in the 
final quarter of the game, 
putting away Houston Bap-
tist to earn a 98-46 victory 
for its first win of the sea-
son. Holmes finished with 
a team-high 22 points and 
nine rebounds in her first 
regular season home game as 
a Longhorn.
“When I was put in the 
starting lineup, I just knew 
I had to go in there and do 
my job,” Holmes said. “Going 
into it, I wasn’t nervous be-
cause I knew I had a big task 
on my shoulder and I had to 
help my team.”
The Longhorns look to 
carry their momentum as 
they hit the road to take on 
a defensive-minded Missis-
sippi State squad on Nov. 20.
“The one thing you al-
ways know with that team is 
that they’re going to defend 
you,” Aston said. “They play 
the game very physically 
and our mental toughness 
will be questioned when we 
get there, so hopefully we 
can answer.”
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Senior outside hitter Paulina Prieto Cerame was a force for Texas at the net in Wednesday’s 
3-0 win over Texas Tech. She compiled 14 kills on the night along with only three errors.
By Justin Martinez
@JustJustin956
After blowing a 2-1 lead 
against Iowa State in Ames, 
Iowa on Saturday, a return 
to home-court was exactly 
what the Longhorns need-
ed to regroup as the season 
draws to a finish. 
No. 7 Texas (20-4, 12-
2) dominated Wednesday 
night’s match with a 3-0 
sweep over visiting Tex-
as Tech. The Longhorns 
thrived in their natu-
ral habitat for a fourth-
straight home sweep, deci-
mating the Red Raiders, 
who suffered their ninth 
sweep since the start of 
Big-12 play. 
“I’m pretty fired up,” 
head coach Jerritt Elliott 
said. “We responded very 
well and played one of our 
most emotional matches 
and one of our most con-
sistent matches. We had 
the disappointing loss at 
Iowa State, but it’s nice to 
see that we let that go.”
The score remained level 
for much of the first set. 
Neither team earned a lead 
larger than three points in 
a set that featured 16 ties 
and four lead changes. 
But tied at 22-22, Tex-
as pulled ahead late with 
strong play at the net. A 
service ace by senior set-
ter Chloe Collins was cru-
cial. She took advantage 
of Texas Tech’s inability to 
respond to difficult serves 
throughout the night. The 
set ended on a powerful 
kill by senior outside hitter 
Paulina Prieto Cerame on 
the ensuing play. 
“We challenged the team 
to do some things at an 
emotional standpoint and I 
thought they responded to 
it,” Elliott said. “Texas Tech 
played phenomenal ball 
but we just stayed with it.”
The Longhorn offense 
came out firing on all cyl-
inders in the second set. 
Texas comfortably separat-
ed itself from the visitors 
in the wire-to-wire vic-
tory. The team shared the 
wealth at the net, with four 
players attaining three or 
more kills. 
Texas extended its lead 
from 17-13 to a 25-14 vic-
tory on a 7-0 run highlight-
ed by more strong serves 
from Collins. The Long-
horns relied on the play of 
junior outside hitter Ebony 
Nwanebu, who recorded 
a team-high seven kills in 
the set and 15 in the match. 
“Jerritt [Elliott] talked to 
me before the game about 
being confident and be-
ing the best player I can 
be,” Nwanebu said. “In the 
middle of the second game 
I was like, ‘why not, I’m just 
going to go for it and try to 
be fearless.’”
Texas completed the 
sweep in the third frame. 
The Longhorns pulver-
ized Texas Tech 25-15 in a 
set defined by a stingy de-
fense and a series of long 
runs. And as is its way, the 
burnt orange once again 
dominated in blocks, 
earning nine compared to 
Texas Tech’s two. Sopho-
more middle blocker Mor-
gan Johnson led the charge 
with five in the victory. 
“I loved seeing Morgan 
get three blocks in a row,” 
junior libero Cat McCoy 
said. “Seeing other people 
do their jobs makes you 
want to do your job.”
Prieto Cerame delivered 
a strong performance in 
the sweep as well, record-
ing 14 kills and four blocks. 
She once again proved to 
be the anchor of the Long-
horn attack, a steady force 
no matter the situation. 
The senior from San Juan, 
Puerto Rico is second on 
the team this year in both 
kills and points. Through-
out the season she has 
proved more than capable 
of coming through when-
ever the Longhorns need to 
win a crucial point. 
Despite its high-ranking 
in the polls, Texas does 
not control its destiny in 
hopes of winning a sixth-
consecutive Big-12 title. 
No. 4 Kansas (24-2, 13-1) 
recently defeated Texas on 
Oct. 29 and has two con-
ference games remaining 
before postseason tourna-
ments commence. If the 
Jayhawks win out, Texas 
will cede the conference 
championship for the first 
time since 2010.
Texas finishes the 2016 
season in front of its fans 
with two home contests, 
the next against Kansas 
State on Saturday at 7 p.m. 
By Steve Helwick
@S_Helwick
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“Being selfish 
sometimes is your 
best defense”
MALIK JEFFERSON
@Official_MalikJ
TOP TWEET
TODAY IN  
HISTORY
1956
Syracuse running 
back Jim Brown 
sets a then-NCAA 
record scoring 43 
individual points 
in a single game. 
Brown rushed for 
six touchdowns 
and converted 
seven extra 
points, holding the 
record until 1990.
Divers prep for Texas 
Diving Invitational
The Longhorn men’s 
diving season heats up as 
the team competes in the 
Texas Diving Invitational 
on Thursday.
The meet will give Texas 
a tuneup before upcoming 
national meets in December. 
“Well it’s a great oppor-
tunity to have an invite this 
close to a U.S. Nationals 
which is a real important 
event for us,” head coach 
Matt Scoggin said. “It’s a 
great dress rehearsal op-
portunity to dive against 
some of the best divers in 
the country.”
Senior Mark Anderson, 
the two-time reigning Big 12 
Diver of the Year, and more 
recently Big 12 Men’s Diver 
of the Week, looks to lead 
his team against a very com-
petitive field in Austin. The 
Longhorns will face a slew 
of schools near the top of the 
Pac-12 rankings in Arizona, 
Arizona State and California.
The divers will compete 
in preliminary rounds be-
fore diving in the finals 
later in the day. They will 
compete in the one-meter 
on Thursday, three-meter 
on Friday and the platform 
dive on Saturday. The meet 
marks the first time the 
divers will enter their meet 
fresh after lessening their 
weight-lifting routines. 
“They’ve been diving tired 
at all the meets,” Scoggin 
said. “You want some pep 
in your step so that [you can 
make] dives that maybe are 
difficult to make on a daily 
basis in practice.”
Sophomore Meghan 
O’Brien, reigning Big 12 
Women’s Diver of the Week, 
and freshman Alison Gibson 
will lead Texas’ women. So far 
this year, O’Brien and Gibson 
have combined to win seven 
of the twelve possible diving 
events this season. Gibson, 
an Austin native, placed sixth 
at the U.S. Olympic Diving 
Trials in June.
The Longhorns begin 
competition on Thursday at 
11 a.m. and wrap up with the 
final round on Saturday.
—Wills Layton &
Turner Barnes
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EVENT PREVIEW
Voices Against Violence looks 
to promote healthy masculinity 
MOVIE REVIEW | ‘FANTASTIC BEASTS’
Rowling keeps it rolling with 
epic prequel to Harry Potter
By Justin Jones
@justjustin42
Karen PInilla
Daily Texan Staff
Leaders of the 
MasculinUT 
initiative will 
host a Fish 
Bowl discus-
sion about 
masculinity on 
Thursday at 
the SAC. The 
discussion 
aims to pro-
mote healthy 
masculinities 
on campus.
‘FANTASTIC BEASTS 
AND WHERE TO 
FIND THEM’
Rating: PG-13
Runtime: 133 minutes
Score: 
Masculinity is a social 
construct, created over years 
of gender divisions. But on 
Thursday, Voices Against Vio-
lence will deconstruct it in 
two hours.
More than a year after its 
inception, MasculinUT will 
host its first event, “A Fish-
bowl Discussion,” at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Nov. 17 at the SAC’s 
Multicultural Engagement 
Center. The session will ex-
plore the social norms of male 
identity, and is structured 
so attendees can step inside 
the metaphorical “fishbowl” 
to share their experiences of 
times when an assertion of 
masculinity harmed someone. 
The testimonies will be used 
to explore masculinity as a so-
cial construct and to identify 
its problems.
MasculinUT was created 
by the Counseling and Mental 
Health Center’s Voices Against 
Violence initiative, and aims to 
promote healthy masculinities 
on campus by engaging stu-
dents through public events 
and workshops.
“The goal is to explore mas-
culinity and to think about 
the connections between un-
healthy masculinity and how 
that relates to or condones 
interpersonal violence,” said 
Lauren White, health educa-
tion coordinator for VAV and 
one of the event organizers.
VAV aims to make 
attendees reflect on their own 
personal experiences with 
masculinity, spurring dialogue 
that discusses its potentially 
harmful aspects.
“The fishbowl event is 
meant to be the first op-
portunity to do exploration, 
to get conversations going, 
to go deeper about mascu-
linities in a designated space,” 
White said.
Everyone will have an op-
portunity to speak. Those who 
identify as men will start by 
forming an inner circle to talk 
about masculinity while those 
on the outside listen. Then, the 
groups switch places for an-
other round of dialogue. 
Government senior Jus-
tin Atkinson is a member 
of the Texas Blazers, one of 
the organizations hosting 
the event. He said the male 
honors society is invested 
in promoting healthy mas-
culinity on campus because 
it isn’t addressed enough in 
social circles.
“Having men be visible al-
lies about it, taking owner-
ship of it and saying it’s also 
a men’s issue is powerful,” 
Atkinson said.
Atkinson said he wants to 
see more preventative mea-
sures, rather than programs 
or initiatives that react to the 
effects of unhealthy mascu-
linity, such as the Bystander 
Intervention Initiative, which 
helps students recognize and 
act on a potentially harm-
ful situations, and UTPD’s 
BeSafe campaign, which en-
courages students to be aware of 
their surroundings. 
“You don’t see [preventative 
measures] a lot, so the fact that 
VAV has started MasculinUT 
is so crucial,” Atkinson said.
VAV specifies that mascu-
linity isn’t inherently harm-
ful, but that there are harm-
ful aspects that affect its 
overall perception.
MasculinUT also doesn’t 
consider there to be one sin-
gular masculinity, which is 
why the Fishbowl Discussion 
will place so much emphasis 
on having people of different 
genders all contributing to get 
at the roots of the problem.
Electrical engineering se-
nior Alex Bi is a member of 
the Asian Desi Pacific Islander 
American Collective, another 
organization hosting the dis-
cussion. He said he is excited 
for the gender diversity of the 
discussion, and hopes the dif-
ferent perspectives he hears 
at the event will transform his 
own concept of masculinity.
“Men walk through the 
world differently than those 
who identify as non-men,” 
Bi said. “There’s a lot to learn 
from these other perspectives.”
In the future, VAV plans to 
host MasculinUT events that 
specifically address ways to 
prevent such problems from 
manifesting themselves.
“At the end of the day, it’s 
not going to be fixed unless 
you address it and prevent it,” 
Atkinson said.
In the past weeks, articles 
from news outlets such as En-
tertainment Weekly, Time and 
Huffington Post drew com-
parisons between the “Harry 
Potter” films and modern 
politics. In “Fantastic Beasts 
and Where to Find Them,” J.K. 
Rowling once again effortlessly 
adapts political criticism to 
popular fantasy.
“Fantastic Beasts” is Rowl-
ing’s first screenplay, and direct-
ed by “Harry Potter”-veteran 
David Yates, who effortlessly re-
captures the visuals of the wiz-
arding world. The film is a won-
drous, magical and sometimes 
dark prequel, but tells an enter-
taining story with few flaws. 
Episodic in nature, the 
film follows “Magizoologist” 
Newt Scamander (Eddie Red-
mayne), an awkward British 
wizard who arrives in America 
with a magical briefcase full of 
fantastical creatures. Predict-
ably, many of them escape, so 
he tracks them down one by 
one with sidekicks Tina (Kath-
erine Waterston), Queenie 
(Alison Sudol) and the excel-
lent-yet-nonmagical Jacob 
Kowalski (Dan Fogler).
The sequences of creature-
hunting are great fun and a 
welcome return to the light-
hearted and enchanting tone 
of the first few “Harry Potter” 
films. Redmayne’s Scamander 
is a likable wizard who has a 
passion for his animals above 
all else, but Fogler’s Kowal-
ski is the standout character 
of the film. He acts as a lens 
through which the audience 
learns of magic, but also brings 
much-needed laughs and 
heart to the movie.
These smaller-scale scenes 
are contrasted against grand, 
darker moments closer to 
the final installment of the 
“Potter” series. There is dark 
magic brewing in the Ameri-
can Wizarding World, and 
the President of Magic (Car-
men Ejogo) sends the mys-
terious wizard-cop Graves 
(Colin Farrell) to investi-
gate, though he may have 
ulterior motives.
Interweaving these tonally-
unique stories was a brilliant 
move by Rowling, as it cuts the 
edge of the more sinister mo-
ments while giving a sense of 
urgency to what would have 
been an otherwise whimsical 
search for the titular fantas-
tic beasts. Instead, as the two 
separate plots grow closer to-
gether, so do their tones, until 
an ultimately explosive third-
act climax.
The relationships between 
wizards and non-wizards, or 
“no-maj’s” as they are called 
in the American Wizarding 
World, have always mirrored 
real-world racial tensions, and 
“Fantastic Beasts” brings it to 
the forefront. The tight script 
delivers timely messages of tol-
erance and the rejection of hate, 
some of which does not turn out 
as planned.
“Fantastic Beasts” is the 
first installment of a planned 
five-film series, and though 
it does not feel incomplete, 
it does seem as though it’s a 
part of something greater. 
The political messages of 
this film only begin to come 
together later in the story, but 
it is probable that the next 
installments will actually center 
around them. 
The film’s greatest problems 
lie in its third act. Instead of 
continuing to tell an innova-
tive story, it begins to cave to 
modern blockbuster conven-
tions. Without spoiling any-
thing, the “Fantastic Beasts” 
ending features predictable 
moments of large-scale de-
struction and an unneces-
sarily goofy plot twist. The 
“Potter” films consistently 
concluded on climactic battles 
with large emotional stakes, 
but not always on such a 
grand level.
Rowling’s world-building 
skills are obviously accom-
plished, and she shows them 
off in “Fastastic Beasts.” As 
with “Harry Potter,” the 
script hints at a story tak-
ing place outside of the nar-
rative. Depending on the 
viewer’s knowledge of the 
Wizarding World, one could 
perceive “Fantastic Beasts” 
as a fun movie about sorcery 
or the prologue to a grand-
er chapter in the history 
of magic. 
After nine years away from 
the wizarding world, J.K. Row-
ling delivered two successful 
returns in a single year with 
“Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child” and “Fantastic Beasts 
and Where to Find Them.”
